
Guardian Angels Parish 
Pastoral and Finance Council meeting 

October 18, 2022, Tuesday 7:00pm 
 

Diocesan representatives: Sharon Hachman  
 
Clergy and Guardian Angels staff: Very Rev. Philip Farrell, Rev. John B. Lendvai, Rev. 
Aaron J. Kriss, Rev. Andrew Fischer, Tom Babinsack, and Judy McCullough 
 
Pastoral and Finance Council members: John Peters, Justine Long-Meyers, Mary 
Beth Danik, Clem Lovasik, Russ Corsi, Larry Mialki, Gerri Momberger, Joan Cupec, 
Mary Ann Urbhanski, Don Turowski 
 
Opening prayer was given by Fr. John Lendvai 
We were asked to meditate on caring for the poor, the marginalized, and those in 
need of healing. Sometimes in doing so, you feel like a lamb among wolves. Jesus 
never said it would be easy, but we are called to spread the good news, to begin to 
figure out “what can we do?” and look forward towards the future.   
 
There were no corrections to last month’s minutes. 
 
Dave Wygonik has retired from the pastoral council. We thank him for his service. 
 
Fr. Aaron is being transferred to Holy Spirit Parish in New Castle.  
 
Fr. Aaron 
As I thought about this change in my life, I considered our calling to preach the 
gospel when it is convenient or inconvenient. I was feeling a little selfish: I would like 
to stay but New Castle is where the bishop wants me to go. I have been blessed to 
be in one area for 24 years, which is unusual for a priest so I’m grateful for that. 
 
The church that I’m going to has 300 funerals a year. They have three church 
buildings and 2,000 people attend church while 1,000 watch their streaming mass. It 
is a very active church with a jail, college, and many other responsibilities.  
 
I am happy if I have helped you in any way during my time here. I have ministered to 
you, but you have ministered to me as well.  
 
I ask that you use your gifts to build the community of Guardian Angels Parish. 
Persevere because people look up to you and will follow your example. 
I will pray for you and hope that you will pray for me.  
 
Fr. John 
Just want you to know that we did not have any input in the bishop’s decision. He 
looks at the needs of the entire Diocese and makes his decisions. If he tells us to go, 
we go.  
 
As Fr. Kriss said, there will be a reception on October 30th at 12:30 pm. We will need 
help. If you can help, let Judy know.  
 
Speaking of help, we are having a Tidings and Tinsel gathering on Sunday, December 
4th. The CCD students will be putting on a play, there will be food, crafts, a 50/50 
drawing, a Gift Basket Raffle, a bake sale, and a visit from Santa Claus. We are going 
to need help with this as well. If you can help, please let Judy know.   



 
We have snacks at our meeting this evening in honor of Fr. Kriss. They were provided 
by Joan and Mary Beth.  
 
The Relegations are complete, and the overall thought is that they went well. We got 
through it. I know it was hard on some of our parishioners, and that sadness was 
experienced by the entire parish. We got through it, that chapter is now closed, and 
it is time to move forward.  
 
Business Report (Tom Babinsack): 
The Yearly Financial Report, generated by the Diocese went out in the bulletin. 
Parishioners were asked to contact me for clarification. 
 
Parish Share is about $50,000 short. We put a message in the bulletin that even 
though our parishioners have done a great job so far if we come up short, we need to 
make up the difference either through our savings or operating funds. 
 
There will be a liquidation Sale Friday and Saturday at the Rectory of Holy Martyrs. It 
is Rectory only. Ronda Netzel has experience with estate sales. She has the house 
staged and everything priced. There will be parish staff there to assist her. The sale 
runs from 12 pm to 7 pm on Friday and 10 am to 3 pm on Saturday. 
 
We have had some questions about the grids in the ceiling of Patterson Hall. We 
have checked them and found that it is not dust or mold but the silver paint that was 
on them is coming off and is showing the black metal underneath, so it is nothing 
dangerous. We are going to try to paint those, so they do not look dirty.  
 
Comment 
I’ve heard some parishioners complain that the collection baskets have mold in them.  
 
Answer 
It isn’t moldy but the green felt that used to line the baskets has peeled off. The 
green they are seeing is left over from that felt. 
 
Fr. Michael Ruffalo and Fr. Michael Sedor from the Diocese will be here beginning on  
October 25th to do their walkthrough of the buildings.  
 
We have submitted Form As to the Diocese to sell Holy Martyrs Church and Rectory 
because there has been some interest in them. Once the Diocese has approved that, 
appraisals can be done. The Finance Council must sign Form As for all property to be 
sold.  
 
The Diocese has given its approval to sell the small piece of property across the 
street from Our Lady of Victory. It was the site of the old social hall which was 
destroyed by fire. The property is being sold to the people who own the adjacent 
property for $10,000.  
 
We also own a small piece of property in Armstrong County that was given to us. It is 
shared by Snyder Brothers and the Community College. We are going to get in touch 
with Snyder 
 
 
 
 



Pastoral Plan (Fr. John): 
 
We have selected Mary Ann Urbanski as our realtor to help us market the other 
properties. 
 
One of the ways we want to nurture a vibrant parish is through hospitality.  
 
Gerri 
We thought we could focus on a different Mass each week and that way everyone 
will have an opportunity to get together.  
 
The Diocese provided some guidelines for hospitality which were given to Gerri to 
help with their planning.   
 
Fr. John 
We have not received any calls yet for transportation. I don’t know if people don’t 
need rides if they have found rides or are just not coming.  
 
Question: Question about the distribution of Communion at Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Why are we not giving communion halfway down the aisle, so people don’t have to 
walk that far? 
 
In March 2020, everything shut down. All our plans came to a stop but now we need 
to move forward. We have a name, we are one parish, and now we must put that into 
practice.  
 
What can we do to build up the parish? Who are we? How do we get people to buy 
into it? 
One of the ways we can establish who we are is through a tagline. 
Examples: 
 
Maybe our mission statement needs to be revisited or replaced by our tagline.  
 
Other parishes put their tagline on their signs, on their bulletins, on websites, 
everything that goes out from their office and it’s working.  
 
Gerri 
Guardian Angels Parish: Come under our wings.  
 
That is a great start. We need something catchy. What are we about? 
That is your homework for the next meeting. Think about a tagline that will express 
who we are.  
 
The Catholic Leadership Institute is offering Leadership Training for Parishes. It is a 
three-year program that won’t cost us anything because of a grant. This program will 
help us develop and implement a pastoral plan. 
 
Speaking of grants, we want to start looking at grants as a source for building up our 
parish. If we can use grants to cover the cost of programming, then we don’t have to 
use our operating budget to build those programs. So, if you know of someone 
familiar with grants and how to apply for them, please let them know that we are 
looking for help.  
 
 



 
Mary Ann 
What about a special request, asking for donations for a specific item? Give the 
parishioners a focus. 
 
Larry 
That is what we did when we had to fix the organ at Most Blessed Sacrament. We 
asked specifically for money for the organ. We also told them, please don’t take the 
money from your church offering. We don’t want to take money from the church. 
They listened and we raised $80,000. We fixed the organ and had money left over. 
We are now using some of the leftover money to rebuild the organ at Our Lady of 
Victory. 
 
Tom 
We asked for money for a new AED. The donation we received from the Knights of 
Columbus enabled us to refurbish the AED at Our Lady of Perpetual Help and now it 
will be used at OLOV.  
 
Fr. Kriss 
That is what we did for lanterns at Holy Martyrs. We were able to raise the money to 
add light to the parish.  
 
Fr. John 
We have not forgotten about the sacred items in the closed churches. The diocesan 
representatives will come and tell us what we can sell, what we should keep, and 
what we can give back, I won’t do anything until I see it in writing. We will be moving 
some items to the open churches, however, we will do so as long as it is liturgical 
correct or enhances the atmosphere of the church. We don’t want to clutter the 
churches just to keep things. We will let people know where these things are being 
used or where they have been sent. It is important to keep the lines of 
communication open. 
 
Justine 
I think it is important that we use items first before we give them away. Having some 
of these things incorporated into the existing churches will help people feel more 
connected.  
  
 
Tom 
We’ve had some folks express interest in our organs. It would be great if they can go 
somewhere where they will be used. Also, maybe items can go to churches in Florida 
and Puerto Rico hit by hurricanes. 
 
The City of Pittsburgh is coming to cut down a tree at St. Alphonsus on November 5th 
and they will place it in front of the City/County Building. The arborist for the city 
came to look at the trees. They are infected with a disease and will be dying.  
 
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 15th  @ 7 pm in Patterson Hall.  
 
Fr. Aaron ended with a prayer.  
 


